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Bibliography of General Histories 
 
Writers for The Encyclopedia of Nashville-Davidson County are expected to convey current scholarship 
and the regional scope of their subjects. For narrative histories and reference works on Nashville-
Davidson County and the region, the following are suggested as starting points. All writers should 
consult sources on Tennessee and American history as necessary. 
 
A good place to begin is the Nashville Room of the Public Library which houses more than 9000 vertical 
files of information that has been collected for more than 50 years.  Writers are encouraged to read 
John Egerton’s Nashville: Faces of Two Centuries (1979), which forms the background of the 
Encyclopedia.   
 
Additional bibliographic information is found in Calvin Dickinson and Eloise Hitchcock’s excellent 
compendium,  A Bibliography of Tennessee History, 1973-1996 (University of Tennessee Press, 1999) 
which endeavors to include the best research in books, articles, and dissertations published about 
Tennessee history during the years 1973-1996.   
 
 
 
 
General background material:   
 
Adams, George Rollie & Ralph Jerry Christian. Nashville: A Pictorial History. Virginia Beach: Donning 
 Company/Publishers, 1981, revised edition, 1988.   
 
Bergeron, Paul H.  Tennesseans and Their History.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1999. 
 
Burns, Frank.  Davidson County (Tennessee County History Series).  Memphis: Memphis State University Press,  
 1989. 
 
Burt, Jesse C. Nashville:  Its Life and Times.  Nashville: Tennessee Book Co., 1959. 
 
Carey, Bill.  Fortunes, Fiddles, and Fried Chicken:  A Nashville Business History.  Franklin: Hillsboro Press, 2001. 
 
Clayton, W. W. History of Davidson County, Tennessee, 1780-1880.  Nashville, 1880. 
 
Conkin, Paul.  Gone With the Ivy:  A Biography of Vanderbilt University.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press,  
 1984.   
 
--- ---.  Peabody College : From a Frontier Academy to the Frontiers of Teaching and Learning  1st ed.  Nashville: 
 Vanderbilt University Press, 2002. 

 
Corlew, Robert.  Tennessee:  A Short History, 2

nd
 edition.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1981. 

 
Crabb, Alfred Leland, Nashville:  Personality of a City.  Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1960. 
 
--- --- ed.  Seven Early Churches of Nashville.  Nashville: Elder’s Bookstore, 1972. 
 



Davis, Louise Littleton.   Frontier Tales of Tennessee.  Gretna, La.: Pelican Publishing Co., 1976. 
 
--- ---.  More Tales of Tennessee.   Gretna, La.: Pelican Publishing Co., 1978. 
 
--- ---.  Nashville Tales.  Gretna, La..:  Pelican Publishing Co., 1982. 

 
Egerton, John.  Nashville:  A Self-Portrait.  Nashville: Beaten Biscuit Press, 2001. 
 
--- ---.  Nashville:  The Faces of Two Centuries, 1780-1980.  Nashville: PlusMedia, 1979. 
 
Fisher, David Hackett, Albion's Seed: Four British Folkways in America.   New York: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
 
Frank, Fedora S.  Beginnings on Market Street.  Nashville: Jewish Community of Nashville, 1976.   
 
--- ---.  Five Families and Eight Young Men.  Nashville: Tennessee Book Co., 1962. 
 
Crew, H. W. , Hoss, E. E. et al.  History of Davidson County, Tennessee.  Nashville: Publishing House of the  
 Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 1890. 
 
Klebenow, Anne.  200 Years through 200 Stories.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1997. 
 
Lamon, Lester C.  Blacks in Tennessee, 1791-1970.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1981. 
 
Langsdon, Phillip.  Tennessee:  A Political History.  Franklin: Hillsboro Press, 2000. 
 
Lovett, Bobby.  The African-American History of Nashville, 1780-1930.  Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,  
 1999. 
 
-------.  A Touch of Greatness: The History of Tennessee State University.  Atlanta: Mercer University Press, 2013. 
 
McCague, James.  The Cumberland.  New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1973. 
 
Richardson, Joe M. A History of Fisk University, 1865-1946.  Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2002. 
 
Roseman,  Jean.  From Y to J:  The 100 Year History of  Nashville's Jewish Community Center.  Nashville:  2004. 
 
Vile, John R.  Tennessee Government and Politics:  Democracy in the Volunteer State.  Nashville: Vanderbilt  
 University Press, 1998. 
 
Walker, Hugh, Tennessee Tales.  Aurora Publishers, 1970. 
 
West, Carroll Van, ed.  Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture.  Nashville: Rutledge Hill Press for the  
 Tennessee Historical Society, 1997. 
 
--- ---.  Tennessee's Historic Landscapes : a Traveler's Guide.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1998. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Native American History: 
 
Crutchfield, James. Early Times in the Cumberland Valley.  Nashville: First American National Bank, 1976. 
 
Finger, John, Tennessee Frontiers:  3 Regions in Transition.  Indiana University Press, 2001.   
 
Lewis, Thomas M. N. and Madeline Kneberg.  Tribes that Slumber:  Indians of the Tennessee Region.  Knoxville:  
 University of Tennessee Press, 1958. 
 
McLoughlin, William G. Cherokee Renascence in the New Republic, 1794-1833.  Princeton: Princeton University  
 Press, 1986.  
 
Satz, Ronald. Tennessee’s Indian Peoples.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1979. 
 
 

Geography and Early Settlement: 
 
Arnow, Harriette Simpson.  Seedtime on the Cumberland.  Lexington:  University of Kentucky Press, 1983.   
 (originally published in 1960) 
 
--- ---.  Flowering of the Cumberland.  Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1984.  (originally published in 1963) 
 
Crutchfield, James A.  A River Through Time:  Man's Emergence and Early Settlement along the Cumberland River,  
 1995. 
 
Drake, Doug, Masters, Jack, and Puryear, Bill.   Founding of the Cumberland Settlements, Nashville: Warioto Press,  
 2009. 
 
--------.  Thoroughfare for Freedom. Nashville: Warioto Press, 2011. 
 
Lewis, Peyton Cockrill.  Perilous Journey:  The Founding of Nashville, 1780-1781.  Channing Press, 2005.  

(novel about  Ann Robertson Cockrill,  the author's ancestor who came on the flatboats.)   
 
 

Early Years of Settlement & Statehood: 
 
Buchanan, John.  Jackson’s Way:  Andrew Jackson and the People of the Western Waters.  New York: John Wiley  
 and Sons, 2001. 
 
Clements, Paul.  Chronicles of the Cumberland Settlements, 1779-1796. (self-published), 2013. 
 
Crabb, Alfred Leland.  Journey to Nashville:  A Story of the Founding.  Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1957.  

 [ Crabb also wrote numerous novels set in Nashville] 
 
Drake, Doug, Masters, Jack, and Puryear, Bill.  The First Southwest. Nashville: Warioto Press, 2012. 
 
Goodspeed, Weston Arthur.  (Woolridge, John )  History of Tennessee from the Earliest Time to the Present : Together  
 with an historical and a biographical sketch of Montgomery, Robertson, Humphreys, Stewart, Dickson,  
 Cheatham and Houston counties.  Nashville, 1886. 
 
Gower, Herschel, Pen & Sword:  The Life and Journals of Randal W. McGavock. Nashville: Tennessee Historical  
 Commission, 1959. 



 
Lovett, Bobby, The African-American History of Nashville, Tennessee, 1780-1930, Fayetteville: University of  
 Arkansas Press, 1999.  
 
Wheeler, Mary Bray and Genon Hickerson Neblett.  Chosen Exile, The Life and Times of Septima Sexta Middleton  
 Rutledge, American Cultural Pioneer.  Gadsden, Ala., The Rutledge Co., Inc., 1980. 
 
 

Antebellum Nashville: 
 
Brands, H. W.   Andrew Jackson:  His Life and Times.  New York: Anchor Books, 2006. 
 
DeBruhl, Marshall.  Sword of San Jacinto:  a Life of Sam Houston.  New York: Random House, 1993. 
 
Cheatham, Mark.  Andrew Jackson, Southerner.  Baton Rouge: LSU Press, 2013. 
 
--- ---.  Old Hickory’s Nephew:  The Political and Private Struggles of Andrew Jackson Donelson.  Baton Rouge: 

 LSU Press, 2007. 
 

Clements, Paul. A Past Remembered.  Nashville: Clearview Press, 1987. 
 
Durham, Walter, Volunteer Forty-niners.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1997. 
 
Frank, Fedora S.  Beginnings on Market Street.  Nashville: Jewish Community of Nashville, 1976.   
 
--- ---.  Five Families and Eight Young Men.  Nashville: Tennessee Book Co., 1962. 
 
Goodstein, Anita S.  Nashville, 1780-1860:  From Frontier to City.  Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1989. 
 
Horn, Stanley,   The Hermitage:  Home of Old Hickory.  New York: Greenberg, 1938. 
 
Meacham, Jon.  American Lion:  Andrew Jackson in the White House.  New York: Random House, 2009. 
 
Seigenthaler, John.  James K. Polk.  New York: Time Books, 2004.   
 
 
 

Civil War:  
 
Ash, Stephen V. Middle Tennessee Society Transformed, 1860-1870:  War and Peace in the Upper South.  Baton 

 Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,  1988. 
 
Durham, Walter,   Nashville, the Occupied City:  the First Seventeen Months, February 16, 1862 to June 30, 1863.   
 Nashville: Tennessee Historical Society, 1985. 
 
--- ---.  Reluctant Partners:  Nashville and the Union, July 1, 1863 to June 30, 1865.  Nashville: Tennessee Historical  
 Society, 1987. 
 
Horn, Stanley.   The Decisive Battle of Nashville.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965. 
 
Jones, Madison.  Nashville, 1864:  The Dying of the Light.  Nashville: J. S. Sanders, 1997. 
 



McDonough, James Lee.  Nashville: the Western Confederacy's Final Gamble. Knoxville: University of Tennessee  
 Press, 2004.   
 
Sword, Wiley. Embrace an Angry Wind: The Confederacy’s Last Hurrah. HarperCollins, 1992. 
 
 
 

Nashville in the Gilded Age, 1877-1900: 
 
Doyle, Don.  Nashville in the New South, 1880-1920.  Knoxville:  University of Tennessee Press, 1985. 
 
Waller, William, ed.  Nashville in the 1890s.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1970. 
 
 

Progressive Nashville, 1900-1920: 
 
Carey, Bill.  Fortunes, Fiddles, and Fried Chicken:  A Nashville Business History.  Franklin: Hillsboro Press, 2001. 
 
Farrar, Rowena Rutherford.  A Wondrous Moment Then.  New York: Holt, Rhinehart, Winston, 1968.  [novel] 
 
Graham, Eleanor, ed.  Nashville: Families and Homes.  Nashville: Nashville Public Library, 1983. 
 
Kyriakoudes, Louis.  Social Origins of the Urban South: Race, Gender, and Migration in Nashville and  
 Middle Tennessee, 1890-1930.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002. 
 
Taylor, A. Elizabeth.  The Woman Suffrage Movement in Tennessee.  New York:  Hippocrene Books, 1978.  

 [reprint of 1957 edition] 
 
Waller, William,  ed.  Nashville, 1900-1910.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1972. 
 
 

The 1920s-1930s:  
 
Conkin, Paul.  When all the Gods Trembled: Darwinism, Scopes, and American Intellectuals.  Lanham, Md.:  

 Rowman and Littlefield, 1998. 
 
Doyle, Don. Nashville Since the 1920s.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1985. 
 
Ginger, Ray.  Six Days or Forever:  Tennessee v. John Thomas Scopes.  London: Oxford University Press, 1974. 
 
Irish, Ann B.  Joseph W. Byrns of Tennessee:  A Political Biography.  Knoxville:  University of Tennessee Press, 2001. 
 
Larson, Edward.  Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America’s Continuing Debate.  Basic Books,  1997. 
 
McFerrin, John Berry.  Caldwell and Co.  A Southern Financial Empire.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University Press, 1969. 
 
Tidwell, Mary Louise.  Luke Lea of Tennessee.  Bowling Green, OH:  Bowling Green State University Popular Press,  
 1993. 
 
West, Carroll Van.  Tennessee’s New Deal Landscape. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2001. 
 
Wicker, Elmus.  The Banking Panics of the Great Depression.  Cambridge: University of Cambridge Press, 1996.  



 
World War II and after:   
 
Graham, Gene. One Man One Vote:  Baker v. Carr and the American Levellers.  Boston: Little, Brown, 1972. 
 
Graham, Hugh Davis.  Crisis in Print:  Desegregation and the Press in Tennessee.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University  
 Press, 1967. 
 
Greene, Lee Seifert.  Lead me on:  Frank Goad Clement and Tennessee Politics.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee  
 Press, 1982. 
 
Hawkins, Brett W.  Nashville Metro:  The Politics of City-County Consolidation.  Nashville: Vanderbilt University  
 Press, 1966. 
 
Houston, Benjamin.  The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice.  Athens: University of 
 Georgia Press, 2012. 
 
Ingram, Martha Rivers. Apollo's Struggle: a Performing Arts Odyssey in the Athens of the South.  Franklin: Hillsboro  
 Press, 2004.   
 
Lovett, Bobby. The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2005. 
 
Kosser, Michael.  How Nashville Became Music City, U. S. A.:  50 Years of Music Row.  Hal Leonard, 2006. 
 
Spinney, Robert.  World War II in Nashville:  Transformation of the Home Front.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee  
 Press, 1998.   
 
Squires, James.  The Secrets of the Hopewell Box : Stolen Elections, Southern Politics, and a City's Coming of Age.   
 New York, Times Books, 1996. 
 
Williams, Juan.  Eyes on the Prize:  America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965.  New York: Viking Press, 1987. 

 


